
DHIA Records are valuable management tools for dairy
producers. By belonging to a Dairy Herd Improvement
Association, progressive dairy farmers have access to
detailed information on individual cows and the whole
herd. There are a variety of options for producers who
want DHIA information. The most common process is 

for a DHIA Supervisor to visit the dairy monthly, collect
milk samples, record animal information and then send
samples to a lab for evaluation. Updated electronic
information is available almost immediately. Some dairy
farmers still get a computer printout of information in
the mail a few days after testing.

Report Card Time
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Taking On the Challenge

Dairy Project Skill: Using records to make management decisions
Life Skill: Making decisions and analyzing alternatives
Success Indicator: Identifies parts of the DHIA Herd Summary Sheet.
Educational Standard: NM-NUM.3-5.1 Understand numbers, ways 

of representing numbers, relationships among
numbers, and number systems.

Answer the following questions
by studying the herd summary
sheet on pages eight and nine.
You may also want to obtain a
copy of an individual cow
record and see how much
information is available on that
record sheet.

What is the...
Average daily milk production for milking cows
Average days in milk for entire milking herd
Average days dry from previous lactation
Cows expected to calve next February
Annual percent days in milk (whole herd)
Average days in milk for peak milk production
Average days in milk at first breeding
Average days open for whole herd
Average number of services per conception
Monthly calving interval next month
Number of cows leaving the herd
Age of heifers at first calving
Service sire Merit $



Say Cheese! (Share)

• Where did you find the answers to the questions 
on page eight?

Chew Your Cud (Process)

• What information is included on DHIA reports?
• What decisions can be made with information 

on DHIA reports?

Chore Time (Generalize)

• How have you used records to make decisions 
in other activities in your life?

• What would you have to do enter the DHIA program?

Mooving Along (Apply)

• How will you use what you learned in this activity
in the future?

• How can you learn more about using DHIA records?

Adapted by Tracy Behnken from Learning About Dairy…
A Resource Guide for the 4-H Dairy Project and revised
by Clark E. Israelsen.

Many dairy producers keep track of how much milk each
cow produces every month of her life. By belonging to 
the Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) a DHIA
supervisor does this for you. This person will come to the
farm every month to record things like the date of birth,
each cow or heifer’s identification, the breed of the cow,
when a cow calved, and many more items that are
important to the management of the herd. About one week
after the supervisor visits the farm, the dairy producer
receives a computer printout of all the records needed 
to manage the herd.

Ways DHIA Records Increase Profitability

1. Knowing the amount of milk and milk components
given by each cow

2. Measuring milk quality and milk urea nitrogen

3. Feeding a cow (or group) a ration balanced to her
(their) needs

4. Increasing production level through judicious culling

5. Providing a sound genetic basis for selecting superior
sires and foundation females

6. Keeping reproductive performances at an optimum
level

7. Providing a day-to-day management guide
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Ruminations

1. Invite a DHIA employee to discuss his or her
work with your dairy group.

2. Visit a testing lab or processing center and
report what your discover to your helper.

3. Observe a sampling procedure and report 
to the group.

DHIA Records


